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SQUAT! 


When | first walked onto the set at 
Network 7, | thought I'd come to the 
wrong place. Many people, as they climb 
the rickety, wooden fire-escape stairs 
tacked onto the side of a docklands 
warehouse, have that same Jack-and- 
the-Beanstalk feeling: “Surely there can’t 
be a TV studio at the top of this?” 

Then, as you pass through the giant 
metal doors that once rolled open to let in 
exotic cargoes from around the world, all 
is revealed: Network 7’s bizarre ‘low-tech 
squat.’ 


Shock View 


The reception caravan is usually 
where jaws hit the floor - despatch riders, 
fast-food deliverers, celebrity guests, 
even the cynical Press, all have that 
glazed look of astonishment. The shock 
is what they see before them, and what 
viewers only ever see in TV-sized 
chunks. 

The scene resembles a stormy 
marriage between a James Bond film set 
and a trendy gypsy caravan site. There 
are a dozen old caravans that have been 
winched onto the top floor of the disused 
warehouse. 


But there are no cameras or studio 
lights. These only appear and then 
disappear on Sundays, like some 
religious ritual serving the N7 god. When 
I first stood there eight months ago and 
stared in amazement - even Johnny 
‘Rotten’ Lydon was shocked when he 
visited - | never believed such a dinosaur 
could be brought to life. 

But for the past 22 weeks, the 
Network 7 team of 42 have been 
beavering away in their caravans and 
scurrying across the floor like warehouse 
rats to produce one of the fastest, 
wildest, newest shows on the box. 

Most weeks at Network 7 begin on 
Wednesday with the 10 o'clock story 
meeting which all the reporters, 
producers and directors attend. It's a bit 
like a party with no alcohol. 


Heated Argument 


Beforehand, most reporters usually 
scramble through the day's papers in 
their caravans. Tracey, Eric, Jas and 
Sankha share one caravan, and Sebas- 
tian, Helen, Mark, Lucy and Trevor share 
another. (Magenta, of course, needs her 
own to keep her secrets.) 

At the meeting everyone pitches in 
ideas for stories in the coming Sunday's 
programme. The merits of each 
Suggestion are discussed, and the argu- 
ments often get heated. 


Dick Spanner, private 
detective, reporting. 


I'd been despatched from my New 
York big-shot office to check out a 


funny business going on in old 
England. 

London, England, that is. But the 
business had spread. Like a double 
salami sandwich with too much 
mustard, it had spread across the 
whole nation. 

They told me it was called 
Network 7... sounded like hard work 
to me. It sounded messy. 

My secret client had told me it 
was a big case. A big case that 


Afterwards the editor, Janet Street- 
Porter, and the producers go off to 
discuss which reporter will do what story. 
When possible, the reporter who 
suggested the idea will film the story. But 
by Wednesday afternoon there is usually 
a balanced mix of grumpy and smiling 
faces in the caravans. 

Once the story is assigned, the 
reporter begins researching it immedi- 
ately to prepare for filming on Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday. 


Excuse Me! 


Most research is done on the phone, 
but that isn't always enough. Once, when 
| did an item on street beggars to be 
filmed on Friday morning, | started the 
research on Wednesday afternoon and 
spent a solid one-and-a-half days walking 
the streets and stations in London trying 
to find people who would be interviewed. 
It's not the easiest thing in the world to go 
up to someone and say: “Excuse me, are 
you a beggar?” 


John Lydon on the Network 7 set with 


would interest me. | told the tough 
guy that the only big case that 
interested me was one full of dough. 

When he obliged, | warmed to the 
idea. Next thing, | was rising in the 
air, bread in hand, on my way to old 
London. 

My first impressions are always 
the right ones. When | turned up 
outside this Network 7 joint, | knew | 
shouldn't have been there. (Mee- 
ow...Grrr...Rwoof, woof) The place 
looked like it had followed me over 
from the Bronx. And worse than that, 
it was on an island full of howling 


dogs. 
Continued on back page 


(l-r): Eric, Helen, Magenta and Jas. 


When the whole story has been 
planned between the reporter and the 
producer/director, they pick up the 
cameraman, sound and light men, and 
are joined by a production assistant who 
monitors everything that's filmed. 

To produce one six-minute item takes 
the team of six about 10 hours’ filming. 
Then, after the reporter and producer 
have seen all the film and written an edit 
script selecting the bits they want to use, 
they spend 12 hours in an editing suite 
Cutting together the final six-minute item. 
Some of Network 7's items are only 
completed hours before they are shown 
on Sunday. 


Crazy Set 


Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
there are people working in the caravans 
until well after midnight - their only relief a 
communal take-away meal in the cafe 
area. 

But come Sunday morning at 9 
o'clock, everyone is in the studio for 
rehearsals. The guests and celebrities 
have arrived. The six cameramen, the 
floor managers, the sound and lighting 
people, the reporters, directors and editor 
are all assembled in this crazy set 
waiting, often nervously, to get Network 7 
rolling at 12 noon. 

Why do they do it? Because that's Te- 
te-television! 
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SEBASTIAN SCOTT 


Many viewers may associate Sebastian 
with the glamorous, fashionable side of 
the show - but few would suspect that he 
is Network 7’s resident comedian. 

Off-screen, Sebastian is N7's answer 
to Rory Bremner or Mike Yarwood. He 
may secretly wish to be the male 
equivalent of Magenta, but when the 
cameras stop Sebastian can turn on a 
brilliant impression of the gossip queen - 
and everyone else on the team! 

Perhaps he learned to do such a good 
impression of our Editor, Janet Street- 
Porter, while practising doing an ‘Esther 
Rantzen’ when he was an assistant 
producer on That's Life. Before that, he 
worked on BBC Radio and as a freelance 
gossip writer for the Standard and 
Harper's & Queen. 

Sebastian is N7’s master of outside 
broadcasts. On one he was taken for a 
ride by a dolphin; on another, he took 
Jonathan Ross by surprise after he’d won 
Britain’s Best Dressed Man Award. 
Sebastian is sure to be on the shortlist 
next year. 


JUNE 21 - Sebastian 
halts the three-day Glas- 
tonbury Festival with a 
live interview. Magenta, 


Helen, Tracey swim 
through the mud to 
capture the mood for N7. 


LUCY PILKINGTON 


At 23, Lucy is Network 7’s youngest 
reporter - and undoubtedly the fittest. 
Her boyfriend is a world-class athlete 
and she herself has represented England 
in Lacrosse and played for rugby and 
cricket teams - which all comes in useful 
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JUNE 14 - N7 gets itself 


into trouble for letting 
Robbie Coltrane say the 
naughty “F” word. 


when dodging cameramen and caravans 
on the Network 7 set. 

She joined the N7 team halfway 
through the series after leaving the BBC, 
where she was a researcher on Breakfast 
Time and Robert Kilroy-Silk’s programme 
Day to Day (where, coincidentally, she 
had worked with Sebastian for a time). 

“I couldn't believe it when | first came 
for the job,” said Lucy, who was born in 
Lancashire. “The caravans in the middle 
of an old warehouse on the side of a 
dock was as far away from the BBC as 
you could get. It just seemed mad.” 

Her maddest item involved filming 
weather man lan McGaskell in a 
greenhouse to explain possible changes 
in the world's weather. 

But Lucy is proudest of a tough and 
disturbing item she made in Liverpool on 
the physical dangers of heroin rarely 
seen on TV. 


MAGENTA DE VINE 


Is Magenta her real name? Does she 
have eyes? Is she obsessed with sex? If 
so, do her male guests get to find out 
how obsessed? 

Now if Magenta were to interview 
herself you might get answers to all of 
those questions. But Network 7's 
glamorous gossip queen has to keep 
some secrets. 

The nicest thing about Magenta is that 
behind that trendy, high-gloss image is a 
very warm and friendly person - who is 
actually very good at talking to anyone. 
She puts on the Bitch role for the 
cameras like putting on her scratch-your- 
eyes-out finger nails and blood red 
lipstick. 

“It's funny how people respond to your 
image on TV. The question that most 
people ask me is: ‘What do you look like 
without your sunglasses?’ Only my 
friends know the answer,” said Magenta, 
who was once a presenter for a BBC 
Welsh pop programme. She has written 
for Gay News and done publicity for 
Sigue Sigue Sputnik. 

Rumour has it that she once had an 
affair with none other than... 


ERIC HARWOOD 


When the show began, Eric was Network 
7's only northern-born reporter - and he 
never lets anyone forget he comes from 
Liverpool. At the weekly meeting he often 
moans about too many London-based 
stories. 

Eric soon got a reputation as N7’s 
gutter correspondent, because he loves 
doing stories ‘down the street’ about 
‘ordinary’ life. His favourites included 
items on the homeless, beggars and 
hippy travellers - although he reluctantly 
admits also having enjoyed being a 
gossip columnist on Today. 

Like most of the presenters, Eric had 
never appeared on TV before Network 7, 
and his background was in newspapers. 
He worked on papers in Liverpool, 
Coventry, Birmingham, Wolverhampton 
and London. Then after working on 
magazines and books, he spent a year 
as a sub-editor on the Daily Mirror. Eric’s 
first job in TV was as a researcher for a 
5-hour Channel 4 documentary on the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 

Previous claims to fame include a fight 
with Elvis Costello (in 1978) and being at 
school with Holly Johnson. By coinci- 
dence, he has also worked before with 
Helen Fitzwilliam, Charles Parsons, 


JULY 12 - Eric survives 
on Brighton beach - but 
the cameraman doesn't. 
During the live broadcast, 


a £35,000 camera gets 
ruined by a Brighton 
wave. 


Sankha Guha and Trevor Ward - though 
all separately. “I took Trevor on his first 
ever story when we trained at the 
Birkenhead News together,” said Eric. 
“He was mad then - and he's madder 
now. But we've always been good 
mates.” 


JASWINDER BANCIL 


Jaswinder is N7’s ‘coolest’ reporter - 
nothing can ruffle her calm, controlled 
presentation, although her steel 
nerves have often been tested on the 
show. 

Among her many nerve-racking ‘live’ 
appearances were coping with the 
Beastie Boys and trying to make contact 
beyond the grave with Elvis Presley, 
using three very competitive mediums. 

On another programme, she had to 
report live on an Italian wedding. “Every 
time the show came to the ceremony, 
everyone was babbling in Italian and | 
didn't have a clue what was going on, but 
you always think of something to say,” 
said Jas. 

She has a reputation for being a 
‘tough’ straight-talker and loves wearing 
black. She's also a big sports fan and has 
done items on American Football, 
Cricket, Athletics and yearns to do 
something on boxing. 

Jas, who has Indian parents and was 
born in Tanzania, is one of only two N7 
reporters with previous on-screen 
experience. She trained as a newspaper 
reporter in London before joining London 
Weekend Television, where she worked 
on a number of shows including Eastern 
Eye. 


THE ONES THAT GOT AWAY 


Over the 22 weeks of the first series, 
Network 7 has had 13 reporters 
appearing on screen. The three 
missing from these pages have 
moved onto other things. 

Charlie Parsons was a reporter 
until the middle of June when he was 
promoted to producer, and he's been 
with N7 ever since. His favourites 
included the genetic engineering of 
animals, the Pete Waterman rags-to- 
riches story, and one of the best ‘live’ 
items of the series: the election quiz 
show ‘It's Your Vote’. 


Another reporter promoted was 
Sharon Ali. In her second week at N7 
she was made series producer of the 
LWT music programme Club Mix. She 
too has since returned to Network 7 as 
a producer. 

The third escapee was Marek 
Kohn - a well-known writer for The 
Face and other magazines and 
newspapers. He did memorable items 
on the Yugoslav rock band Laibach 
and on the drug Ecstacy, before being 
lured away to write books and 
freelance features. 


AUGUST 8 - Jas tries to 
conjure up the ghost of 
Elvis Presley and John 


(Rotten) Lydon jokes 
about them getting Sid 
(Vicious) instead. 


@SANKHA GUHA 


Sankha has got to be the only person to 
rob a bank ‘live’ in front of millions of TV 
viewers and not only get away with it, but 
receive handfuls of letters congratulating 
him. 

He was the first face to appear on 
Network 7 and his cash cards item back 
in May still receives letters and phone 
calls six months later. 

“People love to hate the banks, but 
after our first show the banks loved 
hating me," said Sankha, who had his 
own cashcard withdrawn after the item 
and his own bank tried to charge him £50 
for ‘wasting’ their time. 

Sankha, whose immaculate accent 
belies his Indian-Hungarian family 
background, enjoys doing stories that 
‘ruffle the establishment.’ His other 
successes include doorstopping the 
Chairman of BT to ask why public 
telephones never work, and a powerful 
item on bullying in the British Army. 

Before training as a radio journalist, 
Sankha spent many years playing and 
working with bands - he once auditioned 
for the Sex Pistols in 1976! His youthful 
looks are perfect for N7, but what no-one 
can believe is that he’s 32 - honest! 


MARK JORDAN 


Amid the spectacular camera angles, the 
red caption boxes, the gossip, the 
fashion, the music and the funny frothy 
bits, stands Network 7's tough, serious 


reporter with a microphone in his hand: 
“This is Mark Jordan...” 

He’s probably the only member of the 
team who could ever become an ITN 
news reporter and he's known for getting 
to the bottom of serious issues. His 
stories on the European football hooli- 
gans and the British ‘rent boys’ in Am- 
sterdam were exclusives for N7 that were 
later picked up by national newspapers. 


JULY 26 - N7 hits the 
headlines again when 
Mark presents Britain's 


first live gay wedding on 
TV. Mary Whitehouse 
says it's “inexcusable.” 


“| nearly found myself in some trouble 
when researching the Amsterdam story,” 
says London-born Mark, 24. “I had to 
hang round these sex bars trying to make 
contacts and | got so nervous that | kept 
gulping my beers down. By the time I'd 
been to a few bars | was nearly falling off 
my stool.” 

Mark, who has won a series of 
international radio awards for work on 
Capital Radio, has also been a TV 
reporter in London and the South coast. 
Despite his serious tone, he will also be 
remembered for presenting TV's first ‘live’ 
gay wedding and doing a mock report on 
the third World War. 


SEPTEMBER 6 - Mark 


reveals exclusively on N7 
how European football 


fans are learning 
hooliganism from the 
British NF fans. 


HELEN FITZWILLIAM 


Fans of the sixties series The Avengers 
might think that Emma Peel (played by 
Diana Rigg) has been resurrected on 
Network 7. 

For tall, dark Helen not only /ooks a bit 
like the dynamic Avenger - she seems to 
get up to the same kind of dangerous 
exploits. 

During her time at N7 she's had to 
play a sword-wielding warrior in a fantasy 
game, learn how to cope with female 
boxers and be locked up inside a real 
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WHO'S THAT ITEM? 


AUGUST 8 - Eric, 
Magenta, Helen and Jas 
are joined by Elton John 


in reading live extracts 
from the banned 
Spycatcher book for the 
first time on TV. 


coffin in a mock TV commercial for 
Network 7 beer. 

“I'll try anything once,” said Helen, 
known for her sense of humour and 
persuasive telephone manner. “The coffin 
seems quite glamorous when you 
compare it to what I've had to do in the 
studio. For some reason they always 
want to film me in the ladies loo. I've 
presented two ‘live’ items from there. 
Now can you imagine Magenta leaving 
her pink caravan to interview Bob Geldof 
in the toilet?” 

Helen joined N7 in June after being a 
TV researcher on the Clive James and 
Michael Aspel Show (where she once 
actually interviewed Diana Rigg). She 
also worked with Eric on The Trial Of Lee 
Harvey Oswald, and before TV had 
extensive background in radio journalism. 


TRACEY MACLEOD 


It's no coincidence that Tracey and 
Sebastian are the best of friends - they 
are both as witty and stylish off as well as 
on the screen. 

Tracey is known for her fast and funny 
repartee and for her ability to persuade 
anyone to do anything... well, almost 
anything. She put this skill down to her 
time as a researcher on the Terry Wogan 
show where she had to cater to the 
whims of touchy stars. 

She once appeared on the show 
herself as a Meryl Streep lookalike - and 
who could blame poor old Tel for being 
deceived? 

Her looks were actually interfered with 


AUGUST 16 - Tracey 
sees off the minesweeper 
crews from Rosyth, 


Scotland, who have since 
arrived in the Guif to try 
and protect merchant 
ships. 


on Network 7 when she did an item on 
plastic surgery and had her nose 
changed by computer. “The funniest thing 
was when | did an item on Sunday 
Sport,” said Sutfolk-born Tracey, “and in 
the paper a week later they slagged me 
off and accused me of looking like a man. 
The way they see women in that paper, 
I'm glad, | can tell you.” 

Tracey is also a great person to hit the 
town with - she knows all the best places 
having worked as a researcher on the 
Food and Drink Programme, and she 
started her career as a film writer. 


SEPTEMBER 27 - Sankha 
doorsteps the chairman 
of BT and catches up with 
him on the Isle of Dogs. 


TREVOR WARD 


Trevor is Network 7's most democratically 
appointed reporter. He was actually 
chosen for the job by viewers during a 
live screen test on the show. 

But despite his late arrival, Trevor has 
made a big impact - not least on female 
viewers. He often falls into work in a 
dishevelled state claiming to have been 
mobbed... much to the annoyance and 
disbelief of the other male reporters. 


JULY 26 - Pop star Kim 


reveals all in Room 113. 


His ‘hunky’ image was assured after 
Tracey announced to him ‘live’ that 
viewers had voted him into the job. The 
elated Trevor, in his impetuous way, 
shouted into the microphone: “Natalie, 
will you marry me?” Poor old Trace 
thought he said: “Naturally, will you marry 
me?" and instantly proffered her heart. 
Trev was actually proposing to his Liv- 
erpudlian girlfriend, Natalie - who later 
turned him down. 

N7 was Trevor's first TV job - before 
that he had worked on provincial papers 
and a news agency. You may have seen 
him on TV wearing cycling shorts. 
They're not just for show: Trevor is N7's 
Marco Polo - he has cycled round Europe 
and to the Sahara Desert, travelled the 
full width of Russia and next year plans to 
get on his bike to South America. 

“| love adventure,” said Trevor. “That's 
why | love Network 7: it’s wild.” 
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A TRUE 
STORY 


Isle of Dogs Correspondent 


When Network 7 was first conceived the 
working title of the show was, believe it or 
not, “Brunch”. 

After much argument and discussion, 
the next suggestion was “Sunday Lunch”. 

Once the team was gathered in March 
this year, it was felt that the second name 
was also unpalatable. Imagine a 
programme like N7 being called 
something as traditional as Sunday 
Lunch. 

Eventually, the three executive 
producers who thought up the whole 
brilliant idea for the show - Janet, Jane 
and Keith - decided they wanted a name 
that sounded like a separate channel. As 
the programme would look so different 
and be so new, they needed a name to 
suggest a kind of TV pirate station 
breaking into Channel 4’s broadcasting 
time. 


From Page One 


| sniffed something fishy about 
this place. But | knew only one 
thing... | had to follow my nose. 

| clambered up the tin-can 
Staircase. Trouble was, | needed a 
metal chopper to cut my way inside. 
A passing zippo helicopter obliged 
and | sliced my way in... 

“Jumping Jehova!” (“Te-te- 
television...”) 

My jaw hit the floor. (Thud) It 
wasn’t the first time. 

Jeez, this was some party. It was 
like Central Park at Thanksgiving. | 


PUBLISHED BY NETWORK 7 


PRODUCED BY ASSORTED IMAGES 


Even when Network 7 was chosen, 
many people thought it wouldn't catch on. 
But here we are, 22 weeks later, writing a 
special factsheet all about it. 

The show was created by Janet 


pulled out a Zippo disguise, pulled up 
my jaw and merged with the caravans 
fast. 

A camel wouldn’t have looked out 
of place in this trash can. | thought the 
Big Apple had weirdos. Holy Jehova, 
what a TV show. 

Some dumb broad sidled up to me, 
said her name was Magenta. Before 
she pumped me for info, | told her | 
was color blind. 

But it was no good. She muttered 
something about wanting me ina 
pink caravan. My chance had come. | 
knew I'd hit the jackpot - her 
sunglasses lit up. 


Pete FIORE 


N@RIGTS 7 Ofias been <ahuge 
Success With the WeWerses 
Baath Channa ane 
Peak during th@ssenespit 
Was attracti@gpemeen 1.7 
million ap@amilion view- 
ers, mg@SG@IwpM were 
undefa: 

Thevaieso! Networkae 
fas suiynot been decided, 
Bupcpanne! 4 hagevsaid 
ey would likeiovhavesa 
Second serie aperieps 
Starting ing@spingeey mid- 
summep@ifiapmay run for 


eight@months: 
Saige s editor Janet 
Siteerroner: “At this 


Stage we're planniig ow 
Wecean keep thé snow. 


Street-Porter, a producer and TV person- 
ality, Jane Hewland, then Head of 
Features at London Weekend Television, 
and creative producer Keith MacMillan, 
who also created the Chart Show. 

Two years ago, all three planned a 
current affairs show that would be fast, 
fascinating and fun - designed to inform 
as well as entertain. But above all, they 
wanted it to look like a programme for the 
1990s. 

Channel 4's Commissioning Editor for 
Youth Programmes, John Cummins, put 
up the money and what we've been 


The Creators (I-r): 
Keith MacMillan, 
Janet Street-Porter 
and Jane Hewland 


On the way over to her place, we 
stumbled over some presenter dead- 
beats. (“And later on Network 7...”) 

This was it. | was gonna get to the 
bottom of this mystery. We reached 
her pad. It was cool. All the windows 
were open. 

She poured a pink gin. But when it 
came to the business she couldn’t 
deliver. She wouldn’t even take her 
sunglasses off. 

There was nothing for it. It called 
for some action. What was this divine 
doll playing at? Cat and mouse? | 
pulled off my moustache and made a 
leap for her. (Meeow... Grrr... Rwoof, 
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watching for the past six months was the 
result. 

Apart from the revolutionary look of 
the programme - the camera angles, 
captions (which no-one can read), the 
pop video style etc - N7 also had an 
unusual staff. Most of the team were 
under 30. Most of the presenters had 
never appeared in front of a camera 
before. But what was even more unusual 
for TV was that the presenters were all 
researchers, planning and reporting on 
their own stories. A traditional TV show 
has separate people doing each of these 
jobs. 

But of course the most important thing 
about Network 7 is that it takes risks... 
and will continue to do so in the next 
series. 


woor...TSsss) 

The lights flashed everywhere 
like cop sirens. Then suddenly the 
joint was filled with five man-eating 
stooges. | made for the door. But 
they all had me covered with their 
cameras. 

It was too late. They had me 
trapped - in the can. The clock 
struck 12 noon. The whole nation 
was tuned in to my big case. 

How was | gonna explain this one 
to the Boss? 


TO BE CONTINUED... 
(Der, der, der) 


